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Worship: 9:30am 
(also find us live on FB)

Children’s Sunday School 9:45

Coffee and fellowship: 10:30

Adult discussion group: 10:45

1833 Park Forest Ave, State College, PA 16803



This year, Josh Shapiro swore his oath of office by placing his hand on three
Bibles, which intrigued me. One was a personal family Bible, a tradition
started by Shapiro in 2005. Another was a regularly-used Hebrew Bible
from the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, memorializing the 2018
massacre. The third was a Bible carried by Philadelphia’s Herman
Hershman, a corporal who earned a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart after
landing at Omaha Beach on D-Day.

Solumnly Swearing,
P A S T O R  G R E G G

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the
word of God… you accepted it not as a human word, but as it

actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who
believe.  (1 Thess. 2:13)

Interestingly, the tradition of taking an oath by placing one’s left hand on the Bible goes all the way back to ninth-
century England. Then, when legal proceedings arose without being witnessed by a governmental representative, the
oath would take place at some type of altar, with the person’s hand resting on one of the Gospels.

Centuries later, this practice was employed by courts, asking jury members and witnesses to take an oath on the Bible.
Soon thereafter, this custom was adopted by public officials. Truth be told, they could use any book, but thankfully,
almost all remain committed to the Word of the Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (John 1:1)

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 
“The righteous shall live by faith." (Rom. 1:17)

Why the Bible? Well, it is a book of faithing. (You will note that “faith” in this
sense is presented as a verb. It’s not something we have; it’s something we do.)
 
The Bible is the story of God’s faithing: liberating his chosen people, making a
covenant with Israel, abiding with them through the law and the prophets.

The Bible is the story of Jesus’ faithing: healing those who suffer, teaching those
who yearn, fulfilling the law and the prophecies, suffering and dying for our
salvation.

The Bible is the story of the Spirit’s faithing: guiding believers with divine
presence.

For it is the Word of God that empowers these lives of faithing, for U.S. Presidents, for state governors, and for us. It is
the oath, the promise, which we undertake as Judeo-Christian brothers and sisters, to live as Christ lived, to faith as
Christ faithed.

May our worship, our ministries, and our very lives – be testaments to the power that comes to us in the Word of God,
as it nurtures and strengthens our daily faithing.

Watching the gubernatorial inauguration last month, I realized that I
advance a different perspective than most. While I am certain that
many folks tune in for the address or perhaps the patriotic beauty of
pomp and circumstance, I enjoy the oath.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please plan to join us for PIZZA 
and ICE CREAM SUNDAE on 
Sunday, February 19 at 5pm!  
BRING A FRIEND! 
A signup sheet is on the bulletin board.  

 

 

  

Doors open at 6:30, movie starts at 6:45. Bring pillows and a blanket to get comfy. Snacks will be served. Parental supervision is required. 

UWF PLANS LENTEN BRUNCH 
UWF (formerly United Methodist Women) are planning a brunch for the 
first Sunday in Lent, Feb. 26.  
 
A tentative menu includes breakfast casserole,  
fruit, muffins, and beverage.  
 
A donation of $10 will be asked of adults  
and $5 for kids over 3. Proceeds after  
expenses will support the UWF treasury.  
Hope to see you there! 

MORE T HAN A COFFEE J AR 
If you hang around the coffee bar at all on a Sunday morning, you’ll see a jar with a sign that says something like “Coffee 
Fund.” For years that jar was like the loaves and fishes—there was always more than enough money in the jar to pay for 
coffee supplies. Prices have gone up, and fewer folks are “drinking,” but the funds in the jar have been running dry. You 
see in addition to coffee (both regular and decaf), we also need creamers, stirs, hot chocolate, tea (of all kinds), cups (both 
hot and cold), napkins, and even bottled water. And that “bar” is always open when we have meals or other meetings or 
events. So please consider dropping a dollar or so in the jar even if you don’t drink.  
As much as anything it’s to support the social gathering. And speaking of social gathering,  
consider joining us for a few minutes after worship on Sundays. It’s a good time to check in  
with one another.  
 
And one more thing… homemade cookies are always a hit. (wink, wink) 

Greeter and Acolyte SIGN UP sheets are both on the 
bulletin board for February through April.  



PSU Football Concession Stand Report 
This season, we had 16 Park Forest UMC volunteers 
over eight games, and three Park Forest Preschool 
volunteers! 

We averaged 7-8 workers each game, and we worked 
an average of 8 hours per game. This averages to 
$36.52 per hour. We partnered with A Soldier’s Hands, 
and they provided an average of six workers per game. 

The following people had perfect volunteer 
attendance: Judy Held, Nancy Hommel, and JoAnn 
Knedler! …and Ed Mills missed only one game.  

We all worked together and made many new 
friendships. 

TOTAL = Park Forest Village + A Soldier’s Hands  
$29,359.59 $16,359.04 $13,000.55 
 

Thanks to ALL of our volunteer workers. 
Pam and Todd 
 

 

More Fundraising Stats from our Treasurer 
 

Bazaar 
• Vendors: $301 
• Lunch: $384 
• Bazaar main room: $1,631.32 
• Sale of quilts: $2,003 
• Books: $64 
• Bakes sale: $600.75 

Bazaar Total $5,006.07 
 

Election Day Soup Sale: $665 
 

Apple Pie Sales: $2,203.67 

 

 
Please take your donations downstairs into 
the Cluster and put them on the table 
marked for yard sale items. If you have a 
craft that you would like to donate, please 
contact Kathy Seymour or Pam Arbogast. 

 

 

 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE: We will now study Jesus as a 
boy. He didn't stay a baby born in a manger. He started 
growing up. Learn how he must have lived then through 
Bible stories, art, games, woodworking, and drama. Jesus 
learned new things, his body grew, he learned from and 
followed the Heavenly Father, and he made new friends. 
In January we introduce the houses of the times, the 
work that the people did there and how children may 
have helped their families and the community 

Luke 2:52 "And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and Man" 

COMING SOON! Stay tuned for information on the 
Children’s Lenten Project: Heifer Interational 



February 2023 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 2 3 4 

   Abigail Circle 
3pm 

 Worship 
Committee 
10am 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Sermon: You Are 

Kids carpentry project 
w/Sam Hawbaker 
9:45 

 Girl Scouts 
4:30-5:30 

Men’s breakfast 
Wegmans 7:30 

 MOVIE 
NIGHT 6:30 
Small Foot 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Sermon: But I Say  Church 

Council Mtg 
7pm 

Trustees Mtg 
7pm 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Sermon: Time-Out 
Mountain 

Pizza & Sundaes 
Sunday @5pm 

 United 
Women in 
Faith (UWF) at 
Hoss’s 5pm 

ASH 
Wednesday 

   

26 27 28     
Sermon: Time to 
Take… Selah 

UWF Fundraiser 
Lenten Brunch 
@10:45 

  Sunday Morning Schedule 
Worship: 9:30am 
Children’s Sunday School 9:45 
Coffee and fellowship: 10:30 
Adult discussion group: 10:45  

 
 




