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Gregg Kohlhepp
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• Special Charge
Conference, May 3
@7:30
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BE A GREETER 
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. It’s a simple little job, but everyone 
likes a friendly smile and greeting when they come to church. 
Greeters are needed for May 22 & 29.
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With May flowers bursting forth, we are reminded of the beauty that God’s 
creation provides for us. For me, May reminds me of helping my Mom 
Mom with her flowers.  

Though I can’t explain her system, I found that she 
was always patiently at work, coaxing flowers 

to life in her greenhouse. Or, she was caring for 
struggling plants and flowers, ones nestled by the 

bay windows looking east over the farm. Or, she was out in her flower gardens, a 
plan in place, bringing to life a brilliant patchwork of colors. 

So, in a month when we celebrate the women in our lives, let’s take a look at some mothers who embraced 
the vocational callings of motherhood, in service to the Lord. 

Elizabeth  “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among 
the people.” (Luke 1:25) 

Elizabeth is an Advent favorite, with her faithful story of patience, having slowly surrendered her hope of 
motherhood with growing older. However, one of the aspects of her life that gets set aside at times is the 
disgrace that she must have lived with. 

As the wife of a priest, Zechariah, Luke tells us how Elizabeth is righteous before God in upholding all of His 
commands. Yet, the burden of public perception probably was inescapable. Being childless at that time would 
have led people to talk, gossiping and believing that Elizabeth’s sins had prevented her from having children. 

Consequently, this blessing of life brings Elizabeth both joy and relief, as she proudly and patiently overcomes 
this perceived “disgrace” - bearing a son, to be named John. 

Jochebed  “she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along 
the bank of the Nile” (Exodus 2:3b) 

Jochebed is a Levite woman, anxiously hiding her baby boy, fearful that his 
discovery will result in his death, arising from Pharaoh’s decree. However, her 
story is enriched with caring for her son in two wondrous ways. 

First, she cares more for his survival than her attachment. She places him in a papyrus basket along the reeds 
of the Nile. To further her care and protection of him, she has her daughter watch over the three-month-old, 
ensuring that he is found. 

Of course, then God’s amazing plan comes full circle, as Pharaoh’s daughter finds the boy and hires Jochebed 
to nurse and care for the “discovered” infant, which is her own son – a boy that Pharaoh’s daughter will 
eventually come to adopt and name “Moses”. 

Rebekah  “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say…” (Genesis 27:13)

Finally, Rebekah follows God’s plan, laid out before the birth of her sons. With the two boys jostling inside of 
her, Rebekah asks the Lord for guidance and is told, “Two nations are in your womb, …and the older will serve 
the younger” (Genesis 25:23). 

And, we see Rebekah faithfully committed to the Lord’s command, as she helps Jacob (Israel) steal his brother 
Esau’s birthright, preparing the food to deceive her husband and willing to take the blame if she is caught, all 
done with a heart of faith and trust. 

May you and all the women who have raised, shaped, and inspired you be blessed! 

In the name of God the Mother and God the Father, 

 Pastor Gregg 



May 6:  Claira Espenshade 

May 6: Teddy Espenshade 

May 9: Julianna Lies 

May 9: Erin Elliott 

May 27: Morgan Lawrence 

May 28: Alayna Kohlhepp 

Our services are 
streaming on 
Facebook live. 

If you cannot make it to the 
sanctuary for a service, you can 
watch them online live or 
afterwards. In Facebook, find us 
by looking for 
@ParkForestUMC 

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 5, 

Noon-3pm 
Our doors will be open for 
all in the church and 
community to come and 
pray. 

ANNOUNCEMENT: Park Forest Village UMC announces a special 
charge conference on Tuesday, May 3rd at 7:30pm. District
Superintendent, Brenda Leigey, will preside over the charge conference. The 
charge conference business centers around a proposal to clarify and shape a 
new financial system pertaining to our endowments. 

Registration is open for all of our 
summer camps. Places for building 
authentic connections in Christ, 
community, and creation--our UMC 
conference boasts five camp affiliations: 
Camp Penn, Green Hills, Mount Asbury, 
Wesley Forest and Sky Lake. 

Please see Pastor Gregg for more details 

Children's Lenten Project 
Thanks to the children's research, drawings and presentations, they were able 
to raise $931.14 for their mission project for Heifer International with the
generosity of the congregation.  

These are the animals that will go to poor countries around the world thanks 
to their efforts: 

• two Llamas

• two Pigs

• seven flocks of Ducks and Chicks

• four trios of Rabbits

We had a great time with all the Easter 
festivities and the children sang in the 
church service. The children have been 
learning the story of Jesus and the 
donkey on Palm Sunday and about the 
Easter story. 

In May, the 
kids are 
studying the 
parable of the 
lost sheep. 

Join us 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sermon:       1 2 Special         3 4 National      5 6 7 
Follow Me  Charge Conf 

7:30pm 
SPRC @ 7pm Day of 

Prayer  
Noon-3pm 

  

Message      8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
by Rev. Tom 
Yackley 

 Council Mtg 
@7pm 

Abigail @3pm 
Bible Study 
@3:30 
 

   

Sermon:  15 16 Women      17 18 19 20 21 
1 Across: 
1986 Cetera 
Hit 

 United in 
Faith Mtg 
@3pm 

Trustees Mtg 
@7pm 

   

Sermon:     22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Opened the 
Heart 

      

Sermon:     29 30 31     

Disturbing 
the City 

      

Sunday Morning Schedule 
Worship: 9:30am 
Coffee and fellowship: 10:30 

  
   

Children’s Sunday School: 9:45am 
Adult Sermon Discussion: 10:45 

   

 




