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In this issue: 
• Letter from Pastor 

Gregg Kohlhepp 

• New adult Sunday 
School format: 
informal discussion 
of the sermon and 
scripture lessons. 

• New Abigail Circle 
book study starting! 

• January Calendar of 
Events 

 
 

 

 

Our services are now 
streaming on Facebook 
live again. If you don’t 

feel safe driving in winter 
weather, or if you are not 

feeling well, you can 
watch the service online. 
In Facebook, find us by 

looking for 
@ParkForestUMC 

MAY THE GOD OF HOPE  
FILL YOU WITH ALL  

JOY AND PEACE  
AS YOU TRUST IN HIM,  
SO THAT YOU MAY OVER FLOW WITH HOPE BY THE 

POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
     ~ROMANS 15:13 
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When I was in middle school back in Pittsburgh, we took a 
field trip to Buhl Planetarium. It was my first experience 
with the world of astronomy close-up, and I had no idea 
what to expect as I walked into the room with the domed 
ceiling and sitting down and the lights went out. 

It was scientifically magical as the night’s stars appeared 
overhead and a voice from afar began the presentation. 
Constellations came to life as lines connected the stars 
above: Pisces, Gemini, Capricorn, etc.  

The field trip must have been in December because before 
the presentation ended, the program turned to the Star of Bethlehem. Three different theories were 
presented that explained how certain stars or planets could have historically aligned and brought 
about a Middle Eastern star with the strength to guide the Magi.  

Star of Wonder, Star of Light. 
I came home from the field trip, excited to have a 
conversation with my dad, the minister, about the 
different theories for the Star of Bethlehem. After I 
explained them (as best I could), I asked him which one he 
thought made sense. He smiled and said that it didn’t 
much matter which one was right, what mattered is that 
we had faith. 

I argued that our faith could now be stronger, knowing 
that there was a way, scientifically, that the Star could 
have appeared over Bethlehem, could have brightened the 
night for the shepherds heading to the stable, and could 
have led a pilgrimage of wise men from the East. 

Dad explained that faith did not work this way. Faith was 
knowing that a star appeared the night of Jesus’s birth 
because it was part of God’s plan, a part of God’s promise 
fulfilled. As children of God, we live by faith. 

Star with royal beauty bright 
So, I love seeing stars as part of Christmas decorations and worship. My Mom Mom had one 
centered on the side of her house. My friend Paul has one strapped to his chimney. We’ve had one 
atop our house for years.  

This Star of Hope has grown out of the Christmas story. It arises out of the writings of many 
prophets hundreds of years before that most holy night in Bethlehem. It carries forward after 
Christmas, as the Magi make an extraordinary journey to see this Savior. 

But the Christmas story does not end with the Star leading the wise men to Jesus. If it did, that 
would not give us much hope today. The truth is: that Star is still out there, guiding us. Just as the 
Bible promised us a Messiah, it promises that Jesus will give light to our paths, and that He will 
return once again as our heavenly Savior. Now, that is a message of Hope, a message of Love. That’s 
a message we can center our faith upon.  

Guide us all to thy Perfect Light, 
Pastor Gregg 

 

  



Starting January 9th, we will be offering a more informal adult Sunday 
School class, blending Bible Studies and discussions. On January 9th, 
we will wrap up the faithful story of Joseph. Then, beginning on the 
16th, conversations will be led by Judy Kennedy, Rev. Tom Yackley, and 
Pastor Gregg. We will explore the scripture lessons from that morning's 
worship, seeking to activate the Word of God in our lives as we head off 
into our week's callings. Please grab some refreshments, and drop by 
for some interesting talks on Sunday mornings, as God continues to 
work on our hearts and our minds. 
  

 
having been sent down the Nile in a basket by his mother. Moses was 
found, adopted, and raised by the Pharaoh's daughter Bithiah. We will 
study more adventures of Moses. There will be no Sunday School on 
January 16 because public school is closed around that weekend.  
 

 
Abigail Circle will begin a new study in January.  
“So Long, Normal” is a five-session study that guides us 
to leave behind the idols of comfort, caution, and routine 
so we can live strong and well, even when life takes an 
unwelcome turn. Abigail Circle meets the 1st Wednesday 
of each month at 3 pm, but you can join us at 3:30 for 

the study. See Judy Kennedy if you need a study book. Cost of the book 
is $16. 

 
 Special Thank You to all who helped 
make our annual Christmas Bazaar such 
a success this year! After having to cancel in 

2020 due to COVID, everyone came together, baking, donating food and 
crafts, setting up, cleaning up, and working the day. It was truly a church 
event that had our membership come together to make it successful.  
 

Main Bazaar room $1,800 
Bake Sale $782 
Mrs. Claus’s Closet $227 
Book Room $178 
Lunch $557 
Vendors $331 
Total $3,875 

 

 
January 16 is Coralee Mason’s 90th 
birthday! You are invited to stay after 
church and celebrate with us in the prism 
until 2pm. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board so we know how many to expect.  
 

It’s the little 
things… 
We can’t all 
be preachers 
or teachers, or 
cooks or 
carpenters.  
Some of us 
have limited 
time or 
limited 
mobility. And 
so we shy 
away and say I 

can’t be much help. But you see, it’s the little 
things. How about being a greeter or an 
usher—even one time a quarter. Don’t have 
good people skills you say? Then how about 
making coffee one Sunday morning a 
quarter? Or bake some cookies to add to the 
coffee someone else made? You see you 
don’t necessarily need to do great things to 
serve the church. It’s often those little things 
that relieves someone else and makes us 
work together as a church family.   
So see Nancy Hommel, Sue Hamilton, 
Judy Kennedy, or Pastor Gregg if 
something here fits for you. Find your 
little thing! 

 
LIGHTS OUT, PLEASE! 
Too frequently we discover 
lights on in the church building 
when no one is there. If you 

are the last one to leave a room or leave 
the building, please remember to turn the 
lights out. Our electric bill could use the 
help. 

       Children’s Sunday School will    
     begin again on January 9th with a 
new study of MOSES. The children will 
learn how Moses was saved from death,  



 

 


