May, 2020 Mosaic Newsletter

From Pastor Paul’s Desk………

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
In this time of social distancing, what are the challenges that we are facing in our communities and in our personal lives? Who
really would have thought that this would be happening especially in a nation such as the United States? Have we learned
something new in this time of uncertainties? Who would have envisioned the entire globe going on quarantine? What is next for
humanity and for the regular routines and lifestyles that we are so used to and comfortable with?
All of these questions have come to all of us as a global village in the midst of the global pandemic. We all are in this together!
Some of the very important things that we love doing might be activities such as going shopping, going to our jobs that sustain
us, interacting with our colleagues at work, performing our rituals, and maybe just hanging out with family and friends.
In the midst of all of what is going on, we have been restricted and slowed down. One thing that I highly believe in is that there is
always a reason why things happen the way they happen. Good always comes out of bad. I will pause on that thought and allow
you as a reader to read between the lines and reflect on your individual situations.
During this quarantine, lots of things are happening. Personally, I can attest to some changes that I’m sure are happening in our
world today. We have found some time to slow down, rivers are cleaning up, vegetation is growing, the air we breathe is
becoming cleaner because of less pollution, theft and murder rate have dropped, healing is happening, families are spending more
time together and most important, more people are turning to Christ through virtual worship. We never know but there is the
possibility that most of the viewers of the virtual worship services may find themselves at the doors of our churches when things
get back to normal.
Things are NEVER going to be the same anymore!
The gospel writer reminds us about the promise of Jesus Christ and the responsibility that we have as disciple-makers. John
reiterates Jesus’ message that “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” John 14:12.
While the pandemic has upended our routines, activities such as injustice, hunger, abuse and loneliness are still going on and
many people feel abandoned and not cared for. As children of God on the journey, where do we see ourselves as hearers of these
words of Jesus Christ in John’s gospel? What are our actions in bringing change in someone’s situation during these trying times?
Are we doing enough even in our virtual connections to touch lives? We are and we always need to be the instruments of change
for the Lord. We are created in the image of God and we are blessed.
We may not see ourselves as transformational champions but we never know what untapped potentials we have. Never say never!
Take a step forward. Put your hands on the wheels and influence change in your community. Do we see ourselves as believers in
Christ and can we do the works that Christ has been doing? Christ tells us that we can do better things because he is going to the
Father.
We see that lots of people are putting their lives on the line. People such as doctors, nurses, ER responders, the police,
firefighters, the grocery store workers and the list goes on, are all out there to offer their services to us. Do you pray for these
people enough? Do you cheer them enough?
Even in these tough times, Jesus will never abandon us. We have to always believe in him. We need to adhere to his teachings.
We must follow him so he can make us fishers of humans.
I implore you to stay focused and jump on board and be an instrument of change in any capacity that you find yourself. There is
an African adage that says that “It takes a village to raise a child!” Be a member of that village to raise children for Christ.
Be committed!
Hold Fast!
Think wisely!
Stay in Love with Christ!
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Worship: 9:15 am
May Worship Outline

Sunday, May 3, 2020
Forth Sunday of Easter
Live Streamimg Worship Service!

Sunday, May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Live Streamimg Worship Service!

Sunday, May 17, 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Live Streamimg Worship Service!

Sunday, May 24, 2020
Ascension Sunday
Live Streamimg Worship Service!

Sunday, May 31, 2020
Pentecost Sunday
Worship style to be announced – Stay Tuned!
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Stay safe everyone!

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone should:
Wash your hands often, either with soap and water for 20 seconds or a hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Stay at home as much as possible.
Put distance between yourself and other people (at least 6 feet).
Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around others.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces daily.
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The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective (James 5:16b, NIV).
As we journey through this pandemic, let us make these days an opportunity to grow as
intercessors in prayer. An intercessor is a person who intervenes or prays for another person. It
was derived from the Greek word enteuxis, which means to go before a king with a petition or
plea on behalf of someone else. In essence, it means the same thing today. We go before God
with a petition or plea on someone’s behalf.
When we hear of someone’s pain or sorrow, we quickly say that I will pray for you. Yet, as
simply as we say it, we struggle at times to do it. What words should I pray or where should I
pray? Or even more the struggles of our own lives interrupt! Enter the Holy Spirit. He perceives
our struggles with speaking to God. We experience emotional overload when things do not turn
out as we desperately prayed they would. We then find that we cannot find the words for our
prayers. There is hope in scripture that reminds us of this: “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us through wordless groans.” Romans 8:26. A
 s we try to pray for our family and friends, we
discover peace in that, we too have an intercessor in the Holy Spirit who does know what we
want to pray for.
When praying as an intercessor or on your own behalf, you become overwhelmed, trust that God
clearly hears your prayers through the intervention of the Holy Spirit. He knows your heart, your
thoughts, and your greatest needs better than you do yourself. Though your words may fail, your
intercessor will never fail you. So pray unceasingly as an intercessor knowing that you are
supported by an even greater Intercessor!
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Praying for Our Children
I was talking with my cousin and she mentioned that they were struggling with the decision of where her
son would attend college. When I asked her if they had prayed about it; she laughed nervously as she
answered ‘no.’ I said that God was interested in all aspects of our children’s lives and encouraged her to
pray about it. It is true, that at times we feel that God has world peace, pandemics, etc. to handle so we
should take care of the small stuff. When we do this we make our awesome God a small God; He can do
all things. We need to seek His wisdom and guidance in all aspects of lives from the very beginning, but
equally important is also teaching others to discern through prayer. God’s goals will always be
accomplished. When we seek God’s will, there will always be the fulfilment of His plans for us and for
our families. What a bright future!

Jeremiah 29:11

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the L
 O
 RD, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope.
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Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the gift of our children. We pray for their future each day whether they are babies,
children, or teenagers. Help us to understand Your plans for them and show us how to guide them.
Help them to grow closer to you each day so that they themselves can learn to discern your plans.
We thank you for Your plans for our children and ask Your blessings on them for a bright future.
Let thy will be done in Jesus' Name. Amen.

Praying for Our Adult Children
Praying for the future of our adult children can be a challenge for us since we often have
different ideas or expectations. Therefore, it is important that as we pray, we must trust in God,
be patient for His timing, give our anxiety to Him, and give thanks. I know myself that our
timetable and plans are not His, but if we wait on Him, He will far exceed our feeble attempts. It
is that darn waiting and surrendering of our plans. Through prayer and guidance, we support our
adult children to seek God’s steps in their plans to become His plans on His timetable. I know
myself if we would have not trusted the Lord to order the steps of our children, what
opportunities would have been missed and His plans far exceeded ours. So in doing all this we
live in the will of God and for our adult children an exciting journey!
Proverbs 16:9

The human mind plans the way, but the LORD directs the steps.
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Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the gift of our adult children. As parents, it is hard for us to watch and wait, now
that we are spectators. Give us strength, wisdom, and peace to know when to step in or to patiently
wait. Open our children’s eyes and hearts to seek Your plans and timetable. Bless their walk with
You each day to be stronger so discerning Your will may become natural. We want them to
experience more of You each day as they journey through life. Let thy will be done in Jesus' Name.
Amen.
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