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But God demonstrates God’s own love for us in this:  
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

(Romans 5:8) 
 
April 2, 2020 
 
My Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Susquehanna Conference, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name Jesus Christ, Healer and Hope of the world. 
 
There is no more sacred and profound time in the church year than the days from Palm 
Sunday through Holy Saturday. 
 
At the beginning of the week it is about his joyful entrance into Jerusalem, where Jesus 
was heralded a king and messiah. What must it have been like for this once-carpenter to 
be welcomed into the Holy City by crowds waving palm branches and shouting hosanna!  
 
Oh, how the week quickly and desperately changed for him. The days progressed and 
led to Passover, and he made sure he and his disciples observed the ancient rite and 
meal of this holy time. On that night Jesus took the old familiar ritual and gave it new 
meaning when he took the bread and cup, thanked God and gave it to his beloved, saying, 
“Take, eat; this is my body” and “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant.” 
 
When that night of intimacy with his disciples was finished, he went to pray in the quiet 
garden. Only Jesus knew, in the stillness of that evening, that his life was moving toward 
its end. He knew that his ministry was nearly finished. As he prayed in anguish, “Abba, 
Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what 
you will,” his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.  
 
The road now ahead of him would lead to pain, agony, and, finally, death; death on a 
cross. His violent and cruel death was something his followers and his family couldn’t 
understand or accept. They left Golgotha filled with fear, sorrow, and disbelief.  
 
As I reflect on this week in the life of Jesus, I am reminded that this week is not about us, 
but about Jesus. It’s about what Jesus experienced from the highest moment of 
“Hosanna!” to the lowest moment of “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” But 
why did Jesus have to go through it all? Yes, Holy Week and those events are all about 
Jesus. However, he lived his life and especially his last days for you, me, and all humanity. 
All that Jesus did—the steps he took, the pain he endured, the death he suffered—he did 
so that we might live the life, the abundant life now and the eternal life with him. All that 
Christ did in his life, and especially in his last week, he did because of his unfathomable, 
eternal love for each of us. 
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I invite you to join me in accompanying Jesus through his last week. Though we cannot 
worship together in person this season, we can be with each other in spirit. Apart, yet 
bound together as God’s beloved, we can know, accept, and believe that Christ lived and 
died for us. 
 
We are living in scary times. We are fearful, we are uncertain, and we experience pain. 
We are in disbelief of what’s happening all around us, particularly during the last couple 
of weeks. In certain sense, it’s not unlike what the disciples lived in the last three days in 
the first Holy Week. However, we know that the last three days of Holy Week made up a 
liminal season, a between-time of an ending and a new beginning. This current crisis will 
end and new life will break.  
 
I pray that despite being “sheltered in place,” you will know that you are sheltered in the 
certain knowledge and sure faith that our God provided a savior for us. It is in this Holy 
Week that we know beyond a shadow of a doubt what God did for us. God did it all, for 
God so loved you and me and the world. 
 
Holy Week blessings, 

† 
 
Jeremiah J. Park 
 


