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February, 2020 Mosaic Newsletter 

From Pastor Paul’s Desk……… 
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

It is hard to believe that we have already started to think about transition in the very short time that we have spent in 

Happy Valley. We have come to love and cherish State College for so many reasons. One of the beautiful things 

about State College is that it is a city of healthy living. The sidewalks and state parks are just gorgeous. 

 

Kadie and I love physical activities and we love nature too. We spend most of our time outside of our home, so State 

College is the perfect place where that meets the requirement. With such busyness in our jobs and the time we take 

to be involved in the lives of our grandchildren, we find pleasure in living in State College. 

 

All of what we have come to love will be short lived as we transition on our journey and move on to another city. 

The comforting thing is that our lives have been full of transitions. We have moved and lived in so many places that 

any move to a new environment becomes an exploration. We are already getting ourselves ready to explore yet 

another place we will call home. 

 

With my appointment as District Superintendent of the Williamsport District, we are looking forward to a move and 

settlement in the Williamsport City beginning July 1 of this year. Living in State College automatically makes one a 

Penn Stater. As we prepare to start living in Williamsport, we are already looking forward to becoming Little 

Leaguers.  

 

We have come to love the churches we serve in State College. We have just started to become one big family 

engaged in ministry for the Lord. We reach out to neighbors in the name of love. Kadie being who she is has found 

connection that is so dear to her heart. The connection with senior citizens. She is a blessing to me in my ministry. 

Her vibrancy and excitement are unstoppable.  

 

In spite of all the excitements, the connections, the comfort, the joys, and the embedment in Happy Valley, a move 

to Williamsport is easy for us because we know that God is in control. As we move out of the State College 

churches, another servant of the Lord will be stepping in as a servant leader to serve the State College Village and 

Albright-Bethune churches.  

 

Pastor Paul Ryan McReynolds who hails from Santa Ana, California will be stepping into pastoral role with great 

energy, loving heart, hopeful dreams, and joyful noise with his great musical talent that embodies the congregations 

that he will be serving. Pastor Paul McReynolds, a graduate of Wiley College in Marshall, Texas and current student 

at the Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia will bring his gifts and graces for ministry to this charge.  

 

Please join me in welcoming Pastor Paul Ryan McReynolds to the Park Forest Village UMC and the Albright-

Bethune UMC. Pastor Paul is a spiritual firebrand. His mission with the churches will be uplifting and contagious. 

 

As we start the transition into new leadership, let us all continue to pray for one another. Change is something 

humans tend to fear and become anxious about. This is because humans do not feel being in control of life. The 

good news is that God always has a plan for our lives. If we trust in God and allow the change to grow us to become 

more like Jesus Christ in how we respond and act, then we are promised that all things will work together for the 

good of those who love him and keep his commandments! 

 

As scripture according to the prophet Jeremiah reminds us: “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11. Always stay 

focused and hopeful and allow the Lord to take charge of your life and your dreams.  

With God, all things are possible! 

Be Firm! 

Hold Fast! 

Think Big! 

Stay in Love with Christ!         
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Meet Pastor Paul Ryan McReynolds 
 

 Pastor Ryan McReynolds was born in Santa Ana, CA to John 

and Evangeline McReynolds. He was raised in the largest 

African American church, second Baptist Church of Santa Ana, 

CA where his father was the Pastor for nearly 30 years. He 

found his passion for music at an early age as a singer and 

musician. He served as lead drummer for SBC for over 19 years and singer in the 

youth and young adult choir. He preached his first sermon on the second Sunday in 

November 2011. From 2008-2013 he worked as a first responder in West 

Hollywood, CA, and an EMT working with LA County Fire Department. 

 

Paul left California and traveled all the way to East Texas to attend the Wiley 

College on a music scholarship. He was afforded the opportunity to sing with the 

world-renowned A cappella Choir of Wiley College under the direction of Maestro 

Dr. Stephen L. Hayes. He was granted the chance to record with the sounds of 

Blackness recording a cover of ‘To Be Young Gifted and Black,’ along with his 

sister Melissa. He also sang at the White House and singing tours around the 

country. In 2014 he was selected to sing in Tokyo and Hiroshima Japan for the 

IAMSCU (International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges, and 

Universities.) He served as a campus minister from 2013-2016 under the direction 

of Rev. Tabitha Rankin. He became United Methodist in 2015 and became a 

member of Ebenezer United Methodist church. On November 16, 2013 he was 

initiated into the greatest fraternity Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. the Alpha 

Sigma Chapter of the 39
th
 House of Alpha. He was selected to participate in the 

Rho class of the 14 as Assistant District Secretary, The Assistant District Director 

2015-2016. He also served on the Southwestern Reginal Board in 2013-2016.  

 

Paul graduated from the Wiley College on May 7
th

 2016. He is currently a student 

at the ITC at The Gammon Theological Seminary. He is the grandson of Arthur 

McReynolds who also attended Gammon and became the first Black Elder in 

Chattanooga, TN. He is a Pastoral Intern and serving as a Youth Pastor at Conyers 

First UMC. Since attending Gammon, he serves as the Student Fellowship 

President. Paul is a graduating Senior and is pursuing his MDiv at the ITC where 

his concentration is in Homiletics and Pastoral Care. Paul is striving for ordained 

ministry as an Elder in the United Methodist Church. He is an avid reader and 

loves music and spending time watching movies. His motto is “Simplicity is the 

Ultimate Sophistication.”  
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SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 

 

Worship:  9:15 am 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:30 am 

Coffee Fellowship:  10:15 am 

Adult Sunday School: 10:35 am 

 

Febuary Worship Outline  
 

 

Sunday, February 2
nd

  
4

th
 Sunday after Epiphany

 

Greeter(s): Gary Force 

 Usher(s): Todd and Pam Arbogast  

 

  

 

Sunday, February 9
th

  
5

th
 Sunday after Epiphany

 

Greeter(s): Rose Parks 

Usher(s): John and JoAnn Knedler 

  

 

Sunday, Februray 16
th  

6
th

 Sunday after Epiphany
 

Greeter(s): Lee Loftis 

Usher(s): Andrea Fever and Barbara Vinson 

  

 

Sunday, February 23
rd

  
Transfiguration Sunday

 

Greeter(s): Barb Vinson 

Usher(s): David and Janet Cowher 
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Announcements 

Riddle 

  

Q. Did Adam and Eve ever have a date? 

A. No, they had an apple! 

  

Children’s Time: We are seeking volunteers to present Children’s 

Time. We are happy to provide any materials for interacting with 

the children. If you would like to serve, please use the sign-up sheet 

that is on the bulletin board in the hallway. If you would have any 

questions, please contact Beth Evanko. 
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YARD SALE                                          

 

We will be having our annual church yard sale in May and are now beginning to 

take donations.   Please put donated items in the first part of the Cluster. We are 

using the middle room of the Cluster for organizing. All of the items there have 

been priced and categorized so please do not put anything in that area.  We are 

accepting lightly used clothing, housewares, holiday items, tools, books, office 

supplies, jewelry, and toys.  We really appreciate clean items.  We can manage 

small items of furniture, but nothing large.  We do not want any electronics, 

computers, or TVs.  If you have a question please call or email, Beth Evanko, 

Debbie Harris, or Kathy Seymour.   
 

Join us for a fun and easy meal of pizza and sundaes on 

Sunday, February 23
rd

 at 12:00 noon in the Prism. 
                                                                                                                          

 

Breakfast Anyone? 

                                      
This Sunday (February 2nd) we will have a little something more 
than the usual muffins and cookies to go with our coffee and tea.  
Plan to join us for a light continental breakfast in the Prism 
following the worship service. If you like it we might do it again in 
the near future! 
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  Church members want to believe that 
their church, their children’s ministry and their youth programs are 
safe. They believe that sexual abuse would never happen in their 
church, in their building. Abusers take advantage of this environment 
of trust, especially where few safety measures are in place.  
MinistrySafe provides state-of-the-art tools and trainings created by 
sexual abuse attorneys with extensive knowledge of standards of 
care and evolving best practices. 
All paid staff and volunteers who work with children are required to 
take this simple online sexual abuse awareness training.  In fact it’s 
good training on sexual abuse awareness for all of us.  The training 
consists of a series of 9 short videos and ends with a 25 question 
quiz.  The whole thing takes about 1 ½ hrs. and you can start and 
stop as convenient. 
To take this training contact Rose Park, Christian Education Director 
at rosepark@verizon.net or call 814-860-6770 for the user id and 
password information.  There is no cost for the training.  
 

For God so loVed the world

that He gAve

His onLy

BegottEn

SoN
That whoever

Believeth In Him

Should Not perish

But have Everlasting life.
John 3:16

 

mailto:rosepark@verizon.net
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Praying for Our Children 

As I watched the birds feeding during the recent snowstorm I paused to reflect on the sovereignty 

of God. I am sure that these birds did not spend time worrying about where they would find food 

during the storm and Jesus expressed this same thought to his disciples that birds do not store 

food. He was reminding them that they should put their trust in God since He takes care of the 

birds so would He not take care of them. Jesus wanted them to overcome worry by seeking the 

Kingdom of God and doing God’s will. We must teach our children that God is sovereign and that 

when they put Him first in their lives they should not worry about the future because He will 

fulfill what is best for them. In setting the example to trust and obey, we can provide our children 

with a strong foundation to build their faith upon. 

Mark 12:29-30  
29 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 

Lord is one. 
30 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.’  

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank You for the gift of our children, a wonderful gift you have given us! Help them to seek 

your Kingdom and follow your will. We pray that they will put you first in their lives. We thank 

you for Your plans for our children and ask Your blessing on them for a bright future. Thy will be 

done in Jesus' Name, Amen. 

 

Praying for Our Adult Children 

 

Worry is a skill that unfortunately seems to be honed as our children age as adults. It seems as 

adulthood exerts a greater influence on our children they lose sight of the foundation that was laid 

for them. The world causes them to doubt and fear do they have enough or are they good enough. 

These worries of the world and desires for other things can choke the word in their lives and 

prevent them from bearing lasting fruit. When our children turn from the lures of the world to 

God, they rediscover the power that enables them to live in God’s will, overcome worry, and bear 

fruit.  

 

Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 
7 
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 

8 
They will be like a 

tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; 

its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank You for the gift of our adult children; a gift that we have been blessed to receive. Help 

them to rediscover Your sovereignty and will so that they live a life that will bear fruit and 

overcome worry. Most of all we want them to experience more of You each day to become more 

Christ like. Thy will be done in Jesus' Name, Amen. 
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