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 Decemer 2019 Mosaic Newsletter  

From Pastor Paul’s Desk……… 
In order to get to Christmas, we begin our journey with Advent. You may have experienced 

many advent seasons in your life, but what does the Advent Season really mean to you?  

Advent is derived from the Latin word Adventus which means arrival, appearance or coming. 

Advent symbolizes an arrival of a notable person or event. It is the period in the Christian church 

year which leads us into Christmas festivities. The four candles of Advent represent the four 

weeks before Christmas. One candle is lit every Sunday for the four weeks before Christmas.  

Traditions surrounding Advent and the colors of the candles have changed with different cultures 

that have adopted this ancient practice. Advent candle color was never too important in ancient 

culture. With the change of times and traditions, this has become important to some people and 

cultures.  

First candle: Purple represents Hope! Second candle: Purple represents Faith! Third candle: Pink 

represents Joy! Fourth candle: Purple represents Peace! The Christ candle is white and placed in 

the center of the wreath. This means that we should allow Christ to be the center of our lives. 

The wreath signifies continuous life and symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the 

soul, and the everlasting life we find in Christ.  

The celebration of advent is a European tradition that has found its imprint into the American 

and other cultures. It was a household traditional preparation for Christmas. It was and it 

continues to be the season of waiting and the season of expectation. The waiting for the second 

coming or appearance of our Lord.  

Scripture tells us that the eleven disciples watched the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven. 

“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.” Luke 24:50-51. 

This year’s advent begins on December 1. We will gather for worship and begin the waiting 

period for the announcement of the birthday of our Lord. As we gather in the worship space, we 

start to focus on Christ and not on ourselves because Christmas is not our birthday but the 

birthday of our Lord. 

There are so many things that Christ expects us to do during advent. Most of all, Christ expects 

us to be in waiting. We need to be in waiting with hope, faith, joy and peace. We are people of 

‘The Christ Family’ and we should always endeavor to act like one.  

This advent and Christmas season, I encourage you to step up in good faith and trust and assume 

the mantle of Christ in the world. Be hopeful and trust that God will be on the journey with you. 

With him, everything is possible! 

Every Sunday, as we light a candle, allow that light to shine within you. Allow the Lord to use 

you as part of the body of our Lord. We have been inspired by the apostle Paul that we are one 

body with many parts. “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12. The Christ 

body does not consist of one member but of many. Let us all come on board in our disciple-

making process. The more the merrier! 

As you prepare for Christmas, Kadie, Charles, Sarah, Paul Jr., Baby Andrew, Baby Jacob and I 

wish you God’s blessings. Enjoy the season and merry Christmas to you and your loved ones. 

Shalom! Pastor Paul  
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December Worship Outline 

 
Worship Sunday 9:15 am 

Coffee Fellowship 10:15 am 
 

 

First Sunday of Advent, December 1
st
 
 

Greeter(s):Jan and Same Hawbaker 

 Usher(s): Todd and Pam Arbogast 

 

  

 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 8
th
 
 

Greeter(s): Judy Kennedy  

Usher(s): Andrea Reger and Nancy Hommel 

 

  

 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 15
th
  

 

Greeter(s): Rob Harris 

Usher(s): Barbara Vinson and Nancy Hommel 

 

  

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22
nd

 
 

Greeter(s): Sherry Slaterbeck 

Usher(s): Nancy Hommel 

 

 

First Sunday after Christmas, December 29
th

 
 

Greeter(s): Kadie Amara  

Usher(s): Jean Grimm and Nancy Hommel 
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Announcements 

 

Christmas Bazaar! 
 

The Christmas Bazaar is different this year. 

We have changed from two days to one day, 

Saturday, Dec. 7
th

 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

The Bazaar will have specialized craft vendors along with 

Christmas decorations, books and other wonderful items. 

There will be a huge bake sale and 

a delicious lunch served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

We could use your help to publicize these wonderful changes by  

Sharing flyers and telling others. 
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Bags of Hope and Books for Rwanda!! 

 

Thank you so much for your generosity. $483 was raised to help send toys and books to Rwanda 

bringing joy to so many children this Christmas. I hope you enjoyed shopping in the Prism and 

seeing all that will be sent. Peace, Carol Falke ~   falkes@verizon.net 

 

                                     Bags filled and books signed with special messages!             

                                                   
 

 
ELECTION DAY SOUP SALE AND PIE SALE A SUCCESS          

Thanks to the many helpers who made soup and sat with the 

sale.  We were able to sell 79 quarts of soup for $632. and 64 

pies for $512.  We also had donations for $3l.  This is a grand 

total of $1175.  We have 5 quarts of soup remaining, which will be used at the bazaar.  

Good job everyone, you made it happen!!!  

 

Abigail Circle  

Meets the first Wednesday of each month September through June in the Parlor of 

the church starting at 3 pm. 

The Children  

In Church  

mailto:falkes@verizon.net
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Operation Christmas Child 
 

 

We would like to thank everyone for contributing boxes and donations of items and money for 

Operation Christmas Child.  We donated 147 boxes this year!!! Operation Christmas Child 

shares the joy of Christmas and the love of Jesus Christ with children in desperate situations 

around the world.  147 boxes from our church were filled with much needed school supplies, 

hygiene items, and toys, but most importantly 147 children will know Jesus so that their lives 

and the lives of their families and friends can be transformed.   

 

We would also ask that you would pray for all the children receiving the boxes and all those 

involved in transporting and delivering these very special boxes throughout the world.  

Thank you!!! 
 

 

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women’s group has monthly meetings held from 

September through May, on the third Tuesday of each month starting at 7pm at 

the home of one of the members or at the church. This month our group will 

be meeting December 17
th
. Rose Park and Judy Kennedy will be hosting this 

month’s meeting. Our Purpose: is that the organized unit of United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as a whole person through Jesus Christ: to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship: and to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the church.   
 

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women’s group has monthly meetings held from 

September through May, on the third Tuesday of each month starting at 7pm at 

the home of one of the members or at the church. This month our group will be 

meeting December 17
th

. Rose Park and Judy Kennedy will be hosting this 

month’s meeting. Our Purpose: is that the organized unit of United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as a whole person through Jesus Christ: to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship: and to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the church.   
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Praying for Our Young Children 

 

Advent calendars have become a trendy item yet if you live with children no trendy calendar is needed to know 

how many days until Christmas. As we count down the days what is often overlooked or forgotten is Advent 

which begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. This season is a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of 

Jesus. Just as we prepare our homes to receive company, we should spend time anticipating the coming of Christ. 

With our children we have an opportunity to explain the meaning of Advent by showing ways that they can follow 

Jesus through reading the Bible and praying for others. As we share the joy of the season by our acts of giving 

rather than receiving through volunteering and donations, we help them to see how we can be Jesus to the world. 

We would pray our children find that the true reason for the season is the birth of Jesus. 

 

Luke 2:9-11  
9 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 
10 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 

the people. 
11 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank You for the gift of our children, a wonderful gift you have given us! Help them to prepare their hearts to 

welcome the coming of Your son. We pray that as we count down each day to Christmas that they will find the 

true joy of this season. We thank you for Your plans for our children and ask Your blessing on them for a bright 

future. Thy will be done in Jesus' Name, Amen. 

 

Praying for Our Adult Children 

 

The days are gone when our children ran around excitedly counting down the days to Christmas, instead our 

children now see it as a mad dash and wonder will they finish on time. A suggestion to help them slow down and 

contemplate the real meaning of the season is to give them a Christian Advent calendar with scripture to help them 

prepare for the coming of Christ. Other possible suggestions are to consider volunteering as a family, attending 

Advent worship services, or giving them a Christmas devotional. Help them to see the best present this year would 

be their presence with you and what’s even better is that one size fits all! The reason for the season is Jesus! 

 

Isaiah 9:6 

 
6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Thank You for the gift of our adult children; a gift that we have been blessed to receive. Help them to see the 

beauty of the Advent season as a time to prepare their hearts for the coming of Your son.  Help them to say no to 

the busyness of the season and to slow down to spend more time living in the season.  Most of all we want them to 

experience more of You each day to become more Christ like. Thy will be done in Jesus' Name, Amen. 
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                                         1833 Park Forest Avenue 

                                          (behind Chipotle) 
 

 

Christmas Bazaar 
Only Saturday, December 7th  

9 am to 3 pm 
  

Specialized Craft Vendors 
  

Huge Bake Sale  

Seasonal Articles    Jewelry 

Pet Gifts   Books 
  

Lunch Served 11 am to 2 pm 
 

Invite a friend or a coworker! 

Enjoy homemade soups, sandwiches, and pies!  

 

Come help us celebrate 50 years!!! 
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Volunteers in the Church 

 
Please renew your clearances by January 1, 2020. Most of us did it in 2015 and new ones are now needed.  

Thank you.  
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